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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

• What explains why the DREAMers

Movement has failed to realize the 

federal DREAM Act while they have 

been more successful at the state 

level?

• How do resource mobilization theory 

and political opportunity theory 

explain these divergent outcomes?
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RESEARCH PROCEDURES
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Scholarly articles

Policy reports

Books

Primary sources

Comparing federal vs state legislation



THESIS

Despite its beginnings in the early 
2000s, the DREAMers Movement 
has failed to realize at the federal 
level in multiple capacities, while 
obtaining sporadic successes at the 
state level, as we have seen in 
states like New York.  At the 
federal level, a lack of political 
opportunity is a factor that 
explains movement failure. 
Whereas at the state level, both 
the resource mobilization and 
political opportunity explains 
movement successes.
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FEDERAL VS STATE (NY)

Federal level

• DREAM Act ( Development, Relief and 

Education for Alien Minors)

• Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act

• Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA)

State level

• NY DREAM ACT

• GREEN LIGHT NY

• NY is Home Act
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FAILURE OF FEDERAL DREAM ACT

• Lack of political opportunity

• Changes in administration

• Benefits

• DREAMers aging out
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SUCCESS IN NEW YORK

• Tactics used by DREAMers

• Grassroots organizations

• Political opportunity
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WHERE IS THE MOVEMENT NOW?
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FEEDBACK? 

1. As a person who is involved in the movement, 

and works with immigrant youth (many who 

identify as DREAMers), I had trouble in putting 

my advocacy hat aside as I developed my 

research.  What advice would you give in order 

for me to focus and develop a more cohesive and 

academic paper?

2. Do you think my thesis statement is a strong one, 

one that clearly explains what I am trying to 

argue?

3. For those familiar with the movement, what 

other theory would you have use to develop 

your research?
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THANK YOU! 
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